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1. Referenced Estimate concludes that the Soviet notes on 
German unity represent only an effort to turn the delicate balance 
of European public opinion against the European Defense Community 
and Western rearmament by initiating protracted discussion without 
any real willingness to risk the consequences. It is of interest 
to note that in respect to entertaining the possibility of free 
elections, this conclusion was until about 21 April at variance 
with the apparent indications of Communist propaganda publicizing 
the notes, which was of such a nature as to be a suitable prepara- 
tion of its various audiences for a revision of Soviet policy and 
for the possibility of a neutralized independent Germany. The 
pertinent elements in this propaganda pattern are the following. 

2. Esgsagaada ia Wsstera Baacs. 

a. The chief element in Moscow’s propaganda to 
Western European audiences on German topics had in the 
past been the threat which German remilitarization poses 
to its former victims. In the past two years this sub- 
ject had never been slighted by Moscow broadcasts for 
more than two consecutive weeks. After the Soviet note 
of March 10, however, instead of increasing its pressure 
on this Western sore spot, Moscow had completely avoided 
the remilitarization issue and had kept wll comment on 
Germany to non-German audiences at an unusually low volume. 

b, Moscow broadcasts, usually little differentiated 
in approach to individual audiences, made an unprecedented 
attempt to justify a united Germany to French, British, 

Dutch and Italian audiences by assuring them individually 
and on diverse and almost contradictory grounds that they 
would not be threatened by a neutral and independent 
German state. 

3. Erftpag&gflft & Ssnssi. 

a. In the past. Communist broadcasts have largely 
avoided discussion of the Oder-Neisse line with German 
audiences. At this time, however, instead of playing 
down this unpleasant aspect of the Soviet terns for uni- 
fication, East German broadcasts undertook a marked 
psychological liability in a concerted and intense cam- 
paign to justify the boundary to the German people. 
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Esfiflausis la Sadat sai SaiaUlta irnmssa. 
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to reconcile the taSLfjSplff £1? SU0 < talMd campaign 
th«t that a unified and aLed oJl™ , S”i ty assuring 
a threat to the Soviet Union Th-ts 7 WOUid n °b constitute 
neutral Germany of RaD&lirt ^ 4 ^ S P ro P a ganda recalled the 
assured the HuLwSV? f£° sei «*> fear of rev^chf 
and supported a unified Gennans are a peaceful people 

Wve to the thr^ SI £5 n^T' y as the altSS- ’ 
similar effort was +„ ( _f Daa army under MATO. A 
ttlat the Germane "have ehan£cN °Thf Pr 3 ** 8111 * 6 people 
the proposed Nani smnestr ™ ™® ! rague radio justified 

* today are dlfferent^^L^T^tte^NaS^ty.* 
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